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Abstract

Non-native fish species, as one of the major threats to biodiversity, have been
introduced by humans into various watersheds around the world for purposes such as
aquaculture, recreational fishing, disease control, and more. The pond goby
(Rhinogobius similis), a non-native and invasive species, has been reported in multiple
watersheds, including the Caspian, Urmia, and Harirod basins. In this study, the
presence of this species is reported for the first time in the Tigris River basin, along
with a checklist of fish species from the Qeshlag River. The findings highlight the
urgent need for greater attention to prevent the spread of non-native fish species.

Keywords: Rhinogobius similis, Non-native, Watershed, Qeshlag River, Kurdistan
Province
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