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Abstract

Fishing gears are often lost or drift away in the sea due to various factors such as adverse
weather conditions, storms, collisions with hard objects and other vessels, among
others. They can still retain the ability to catch various fish species and other aquatic
organisms. Due to the lack of sufficient information regarding abandoned gears in the
waters of Golestan Province, a study was conducted to investigate the status of lost
fishing gears and the marine life trapped within them in the southeastern regions of the
Caspian Sea, from spring to winter 2019. Over 44 sampling and anchoring rounds,
abandoned fishing gears in the study area were collected, resulting in a total of
approximately 5.6 kilometers of nets weighing 425 kilograms. Ultimately, 1,005
aquatic organisms representing 10 species, weighing a total of 15.7 kilograms, were
found entangled in the nets. The catch composition (by numerical percentage)
comprised 25% fish, 73% crustaceans (shrimp and crabs), and 1% birds. Additionally,
analysis of the results revealed that the CPUE (Catch Per Unit Effort) in drifting nets
was lowest in summer and showed a statistically significant difference compared to
other seasons (p < 0.05).
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